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our Empire fill our heart with a great and heavy grief. The welfare
of the Russian Sovereign is inseparable from the welfare of the people,
and their sorrow is his sorrow. The unrest now arisen may cause a
profound disorder in the masses and become a menace to the integrity
and unity of the Russian State. The great vow of Imperial service
enjoins us to strive with all the might of our reason and authority
to put an end within the shortest possible time to this unrest so
perilous to the State. Having ordered the proper authorities to
take measures for the suppression of the direct manifestations of
disorder, rioting, and violence, and for the protection of peaceful
people who seek to fulfil in peace the duties incumbent upon them,
We, in order to carry out more effectively the measures outlined by us
for the pacification of the country, have found it necessary to unify
the activity of the higher Government agencies.
We impose upon the Government the obligation to execute our
inflexible will:
1.    To grant the population the unshakable foundations of civic
freedom on the basis of real personal inviolability, freedom of con-
science, of speech, of assemblage, and of association.
2.    Without stopping the appointed  elections to the Imperial
Duma, to admit to participation in the Duma those classes of the
population which have hitherto been deprived of the franchise, in
so far as this is feasible in the brief period remaining before the
convening of the Duma, leaving the further development of the
principle of general suffrage to the new legislative order (i. e., the
Duma and Imperial Council established by the law of August 6,
1905).
3.    To establish it as an unshakable rule that no law can become
effective without the sanction of the Imperial Duma and that the
people's elected representatives should be guaranteed a real partici-
pation in the control over the lawfulness of the authorities appointed
by us.
We call upon all the faithful sons of Russia to remember their
duty to their country, to lend assistance in putting an end to the un-
precedented disturbances and together with us make every effort to
restore quiet and peace in our native land.
Simultaneously there was published my report addressed
to His Majesty in reply to his order requesting me, in my
capacity of president of the Committee of Ministers, to